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in the single county of Longford. All the Protestants for forty
miles round Carrick-on-Shannon were disarmed. Bodies of
Defenders numbering 2,000 or 3,000 appeared in arms, and no
less than thirteen counties in the course of this year were infected.
There were notices put up threatening all who paid tithes or
taxes, or let potato grounds for more than four guineas an acre.
There were attempts to regulate the price of land and lower
priests' dues. According to one proclamation, labour was to be
paid one shilling a day for half the year, and tenpence a day for
the other half, and though tithes might be paid to the clergy-
men, they might not, under pain of death and destruction of
goods, be paid to tithe proctors or tithe farmers.1

The Government were very anxious to ascertain whether
there was any connection between the United Irishmen and the
Defenders; but after several hesitations of opinion, Camden at
this time acknowledged himself unable to discover any clear
proof of such connection. A careful digest was made of the-
evidence relating to both societies, and a comparison was sent
over to England of their plans and objects. Personal represen-
tation, Camden said, was an aim. peculiar to the United Irishmen.
Using signs and catechisms was peculiar to the Defenders; and
abolishing taxes and Church cess, lowering the priests' fees,
lowering the prices of land, of potatoes, and of meal, raising*
the price of labour, equalising property, and restoring popery,
were Defender objects, of which there was no trace among the
United Irishmen. The characteristics or objects common to
both were fraternising, numbering their committees, naming
delegates, providing by all means pikes and guns, seducing the
military, abolishing tithes and royalties, separating the two
kingdoms, expecting assistance from France, looking forward to
a general rising.

The outrages came and went, and sometimes almost dis-
appeared in some of the infected counties, but then again broke
out in neighbouring districts. On the whole, in the latter part
of the year they appear to have perceptibly diminished, but
they were still very serious, and wherever they had appeared,
they left behind them sedition and demoralisation. ' It is diffi-
cult,' wrote Camden,c to overcome the impression, so general in
1 June and July letters.